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7 November 2015 
 
Dear Rob  
 
AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS MEDIATION etc. 
 
I am writing to provide the Committee with a further update.  
 
Following my recent discussion with Mr Stoddart, Scottish Government officials have been 
considering whether there are any practical steps we can take to help Mr Stoddart over the 
next few weeks, before his tenancy is due to come to an end on 28 November.   
 
As part of this consideration, and in response to the recent representations from 
stakeholders, we have hosted a number of discussions with a range of interested parties, 
including STFA, to discuss ways to assist Mr Stoddart and we are exploring these with 
urgency.   
 
Options under consideration include extending the current lease at Colstoun Mains Farm, 
the possibility of finding alternative farm land for Mr Stoddart and facilitating renewed 
negotiations around his waygo compensation.  The Committee will be aware that this is a 
complicated situation, and that discussions between Mr Stoddart and his landlords have 
been on hold for some time.  I would hope that both parties will be prepared to restart the 
discussions and the Government has indicated that we would be prepared to fund an 
independent valuer to help the process.   
 
As I have said previously, supporting the mediation between landlords and tenants is my 
main priority and I am pleased to report that the mediators Core Solutions, representatives of 
tenants and landlords, along with Government officials are due to meet early next week to 
agree the remit and timetable for mediation.   
 
 

 
 
RICHARD LOCHHEAD  


